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• The number of chronic hardcore cocaine addicts
declined very slightly from 3.41 million in 1996 to 3.34
million in 1998.

• The number of chronic hardcore heroin addicts
increased from 917,000 in 1996 to 980,000 in 1998.

It is important to note that these estimates are model-
based and are subject to change once ONDCP completes
the development of a new methodology for estimating the
number of chronic users in the U.S. ONDCP has
received funding from Congress and has undertaken
research to refine a methodology that will provide better
estimates of the size and composition of this population.
Until this work is completed, we will continue to report
estimates based on a method that relies on a variety of
data sources including the NHSDA, the Arrestee Drug
Abuse Monitoring Program, and FBI arrest data.14

For the impact target established for reducing drug use
in the workplace, there was no progress in reducing drug
use relative to the 1996 baseline year (Figure 17):15

• The rate of current drug use among those employed full-
time was 6.2 percent in 1996 and 6.4 percent in 1998.16

• The current rate of drug use among those employed
part-time was 8.6 percent in 1996 and 7.4 percent in
1998. 

Finally, our impact target seeks to quantify health and
social costs, in constant dollars, that are attributable to
illegal drugs. In 1998, a study conducted for the National
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) and the National Insti-
tute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA)
estimated the total economic cost of drug abuse in the
United States as $110 billion for 1995. The estimate
includes the costs associated with substance abuse treat-
ment and prevention; economic losses resulting from
reduced job productivity or lost earnings, and other costs
to society such as crime and social welfare. ONDCP is
negotiating with NIDA to provide annual estimates of the
social costs to society of drug use based on the methodol-
ogy of this study. The first of these annual estimates may
be available next year. 

Goal Three has 29 contributory performance targets
established for its seven Objectives as shown in Figure 18
(see Appendix E for a detailed breakdown). Progress has
been uneven, and highlights include: 

• Objective 1, Target 1 — Treatment Gap: The treatment
gap has been reduced in terms of number reported.
Those needing treatment numbered 3,320,000 people
in 1996, rose slightly to 3,589,000 in 1997, and
declined to 2,894,000 in 1998.17

Figure 16
The number of chronic hardcore cocaine users has declined 

while the number of chronic hardcore heroin users has increased

Source: Office of National Drug Control Policy/Abt Associates (1999), What America’s Users
Spend on Illegal Drugs, 1988–1998.
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Observed data points are shown in black and policy targets are in red.
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